
 
Fire safety, Emergency evacuation & Extreme Weather 

 
Policy statement 
 

All Treehoppers staff, volunteers and children will be briefed on what to do in case of 

fire/emergency.  

Our children play and learn outdoors, all year round in all weathers. As long as they come in the 

right clothing and footwear then the weather should present little challenge (parents/carers are 

given a kit list when they enrol). However, there may be some extreme weather conditions 

which will mean it will not be safe to stay in the woods all day. 

 
Procedures 

Fires: 

▪ We have campfires as a matter of course at Treehoppers (more so when the weather is 

colder) and it is extremely unlikely that a fire will get out of control. We have robust risk 

assessments in place and trained Forest School Leaders. However, if a fire spreads and 

attempts to extinguish it fail the Manager or staff member will alert everyone immediately. 

▪ All adults & children should immediately stop what they are doing, leave any tools, 

resources or belongings and follow the instructions of the Manager (e.g. walk to the field) 

guided by supporting adults. Staff will do a headcount and made sure everyone is there and 

ready to evacuate. 

▪ We will then take the safest route to the evacuation area at the car park. 

▪ Adults will lead the group swiftly, with manager leading and one member of staff behind the 

last child. The Fire brigade will be called on route. 

▪ If possible, children will be taken into the Sports Club for the remainder of the session. If this 

is not possible then arrangements will be made for children to be collected once at the car 

park. Staff will remain with the group until the last child has been collected.  



▪ We ensure that we have a copy of the fire safety risk assessment for the Sports Club. 

 

Weather 

▪ If while in the woods, the weather changes suddenly and we encounter strong winds or 

suspect a storm is coming we will gather the group together. A headcount will be taken and 

we will guide everyone out of the woods to a safe area. It may be that we can continue to 

play outdoors on another area - e.g. the field. 

▪ If we know that the forecast is very bad for the day then we will seek to use some inside 

space at the Sports Club instead and parents will be advised. 

 

Legal framework 

 

▪ Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 

 

Further guidance  
 

▪ Fire Safety Risk Assessment - Educational Premises (HMG 2006) 
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