
 
FEES & FUNDING 

 
We think we offer something unique & very special at Treehoppers - a chance for children to 
have some amazing outdoor experiences in a wonderful setting. In our ‘school without walls’ we 
operate with very high adult/child ratios - at least 1:4 and all our staff are highly qualified. Having 
high adult/child ratios & highly qualified & experienced staff is integral to what we do and to the 
forest school ethos. Details of our fees are: 
 

● We ask for a £30 enrollment fee. If your child takes up a place, this will be used to 
provide them with a yellow Treehoppers long sleeved t-shirt, sweatshirt and named bag 
tag. 

 
● Our hourly rate is £6.00.This fee will include snacks, drinks & activities provided by 

qualified Forest School Leaders and external providers e.g. music, yoga and cooking. It 
will also include most trips & outings (though we may need to ask for an additional 
contribution depending on where we are going).  
 

● A 3 hour session (morning or afternoon) will cost £18 and a full 6 hour day from 9am 
-3pm will cost £36 per session. 

 
● An Early Bird session will be available from 8.30- 9 at a cost of £3.50 & a healthy 

breakfast can be provided. This will take place in the yurt. A later pick up of 3.30 is 
possible for an additional fee of £3.50. 
 

● We accept Childcare vouchers. Please get in touch with details of the scheme your 
employer uses. Childcare vouchers are now closed for new sign ups however, as this 
has been replaced by HMRC’s tax free childcare scheme. 

 
● With the HMRC tax free childcare scheme you can get up to £500 every 3 months 

(£2,000 a year) for each of your children to help with the costs of childcare. This means 
that the government will pay £2 for every £8 you pay your childcare provider via an 
online account. You can get Tax-Free Childcare at the same time as 30 hours free 
childcare if you’re eligible for both For more info see: 
.https://www.gov.uk/get-tax-free-childcare 

 
FUNDED HOURS: 
 

● All families are entitled to 15 hours per week for 38 weeks of the year, in the term after 
their child turns 3. A claim form is on our website. If you are on a low income and in 

https://www.gov.uk/get-tax-free-childcare


receipt of benefits you may qualify for funding from when your child is 2. See link for 
more info:https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-2-year-olds 

 
● You may also be entitled to 30 hours per week (for 38 weeks a year) if: each parent (or 

the sole parent in a single parent family) earns, on average, at least the equivalent of 16 
hours on the national minimum wage per week (currently £115.20 per week for over 
25s), and no more than £100,000 per year. Self-employed parents and parents on 
zero-hours contracts will be eligible if they meet the average earnings criteria. You need 
to get a code each term in advance, and re-apply every 12 weeks. For more info see this 
link: https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-tax-free-childcare 
 

● We would encourage you to check if you are eligible for 30 hours childcare even if you 
are not intending to use all these hours. If you are eligible you will then be able to use 
some of these ‘spare’ hours to cover the additional weeks that Treehoppers are open 
and minimise childcare costs.  
 

● If/when eligible you can use your funded hours (either 2 year funding, or 15/30 hours for 
3 year olds) but the number of hours you can use at Treehoppers in one day will be 
capped and restricted. You can only use 2.5 hours of funding in a 3 hour session and 5 
hours in a 6 hour session. You will be charged £3 for the additional time for a half day 
and £6 for a full day.  
 

● You can split the funding between settings (e.g. childminder, pre-school or nursery) but 
you will need to complete a form for each provider and declare the hours you are 
claiming at each setting. We can help you with any paperwork. It is important that you do 
not exceed your allowance at either setting however as otherwise you will be invoiced for 
additional hours. 
 

● We will also make a charge for what is termed ‘additional services & consumables’. The 
Early Years Funding (known as FE) is not intended to cover the costs of things like 
meals/snacks, consumables, additional hours, services or additional activities. In order 
to provide a high quality service if you are using your funded hours Treehoppers will 
charge for these additional services. This charge will be £3 for a half day session and £6 
for the 5 hour funded session.  
 

● Therefore if your child is entitled to Early Years Funding it means they can attend our 
unique setting for 3 hours a day for £6 and 6 hours a day for £12 
 

● Please do remember though that Government funding is only payable for 38 weeks a 
year and we are open for 46 weeks so we will ‘stretch’ out the funding over the year. We 
can provide an estimate of costs for you if you would like one. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-2-year-olds
https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-tax-free-childcare


● We have a limited number of places available for families who would like to access 
funded hours only and pay no additional extra charges. Free places will be offered on 
the following sessions on a term time only contract: 
 
AM: 9-11.30 & PM 12.30-3 subject to availability. This will be reviewed on a termly 
basis. 
 
Please contact suzanne@treehoppersfk.com to discuss further. 
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